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The Forgotten Man: Reckoning the Sir George Williams Affair, 1969

Montréal, October 10, 2025 — La Galerie du Centre de céramique Bonsecours presents The
Forgotten Man: Reckoning the Sir George Williams Affair, 1969, an exhibition by Toronto-based
ceramic artist Heidi McKenzie, on view from October 23 to November 26, 2025.

Through an installation combining ceramics, archival material, and digital media, the artist revisits a
pivotal moment in Canadian history: the occupation of the Sir George Williams University computer
center (now Concordia University) by some 200 students protesting institutional racism. This event—
one of the most significant uprisings against anti-Black racism in Canada—culminated in a police
raid and numerous arrests.

The installation evokes the university pavilion where the ninth-floor occupation took place. Ceramic
tiles, with newspaper clippings and archival photographs fired onto their surfaces, hang from and
within a metal framework, recalling both the building’s fagade and the social tensions of the time
through their content, textures and surface treatments.

Beyond collective memory, Heidi McKenzie confronts her own family history: her father, a close friend
of the professor accused of academic racism, stood by his colleague. Now deeply engaged in issues
of social justice, equity, and diversity, McKenzie seeks to reconcile this inherited past with her mixed
identity—shaped by an Indo-Trinidadian father and an Irish-American mother. The Forgotten Man
emerges as an intimate work that intertwines family history with public memory, laying bare the
contractions and untold stories of this turning point in Canada’s reckoning with race.

Exhibition Details

e On view from October 23 to November 26, 2025
e Opening Reception: Thursday, October 23 at 5:30 p.m.
o Artist Talks:
o In English — Thursday, October 23 at 3:00 p.m.
o InFrench - Friday, October 24 at 12:00 p.m.
e Venue: 444 Saint-Gabriel Street, Old Montréal
e (Gallery Hours:
o Tuesday to Friday, 12:00-4:00 p.m.
o Saturdays, October 25, November 8 and 22, from 12:00-4:00 p.m.
e Free Admission
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The Centre de céramique Bonsecours gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the
Ministére de la Culture et des Communications du Québec, the Canada Council for the Arts, the
Toronto Arts Council, and the Ontario Arts Council. The artist also thanks Concordia University’s
Records Management and Archives for its support and collaboration.

About Heidi McKenzie

Toronto-based ceramic artist Heidi McKenzie holds an MFA from OCAD University (2014). Her work
draws from her mixed heritage—between Indo-Trinidadian and Irish-American roots—and explores
themes of ancestry, race, migration, colonization, the body, and memory through ceramics,
photography, digital art, and archival research.

McKenzie has exhibited internationally across Europe, Asia, and Oceania. Her works are part of
major collections, including the Royal Ontario Museum and Global Affairs Canada. She has been a
member of the International Academy of Ceramics since 2022.

About La Galerie du Centre de céramique Bonsecours

La Galerie du Centre de céramique Bonsecours is dedicated to the promotion and presentation of
both traditional and contemporary ceramics. Located in the heart of Old Montréal, it hosts several
exhibitions by professional ceramists each year, as well as conferences and sales events that attract
artists, collectors, professionals, students, and visitors from around the world.
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Media Inquiries

High-resolution images available upon request.
The artist is available for interviews.
heidi.mckenzie@gmail.com

(416) 538-3333
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